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The German people has approved my attitude.

As you were able to ascertain on the occasion of our last meeting,
the German people, fully conscious of their own attitude, did not
and do not harbour any kind of bitterness or of hatred towards their
old and gallant opponent. Quite the contrary. The appeasement
on our Western Frontier engendered a growing sympathy, at least
on the part of the German people, a sympathy which on numerous
occasions showed itself particularly demonstrative. The building of
great fortifications in the West, which has absorbed and absorbs many
millions of marks, amounts at the same time for Germany to an
official act of acceptance and fixation of the final frontier of the
Reich. The German people has consequently renounced the two
provinces which belonged in the past to the German Empire, and were
conquered afresh with much blood and defended a last time with
yet more blood. This renunciation does not represent, as your
Excellency will certainly agree, any tactical attitude for external con-
sump tion,w but a decision which was strictly confirmed by all the
measures that we have taken.

You could not, Mr. Prime Minister, mention one instance in which,
either by a line or a speech, I have ever acted contrary to this final
fixation of the Western frontier of the German Reich. By this
renunciation and this attitude, I thought to have eliminated every
conceivable element of conflict between our two peoples, which
might lead to a repetition of the tragedy of 1914-1918. But this
voluntary limitation of the vital aspirations of Germany on the West
cannot be considered as an acceptance, valid in all other spheres, of
the diktat of Versailles. I therefore year by year sought to obtain, by
means of negotiation, the revision of at least the most incredible and
most intolerable clauses of this diktat. I found this impossible. That
this revision ought to take place many far-seeing people in all
countries considered to be obvious. Whatever reproaches might be
levelled at my methods, however much you might feel obliged to
oppose them, no one has the right to overlook or to deny that, thanks
to them, it has been possible, in numerous cases, without fresh
shedding of blood, not only to find a solution satisfactory for
Germany, but also that, by such methods, the statesmen of other
nations have been freed from the obligation (which it was often
impossible for them to fulfil) of assuming before their own peoples
the responsibility for this revision. For. in any case, it is a point
upon which your Excellency will agree with me: the revision was
inevitable. The diktat of Versailles was intolerable. No Frenchman
of honour, you least of all, M. Daladier, would have acted, in a
similar situation, differently from me. I have, therefore, in this
spirit, endeavoured to wipe out from the world the most unreasonable
of the provisions of the diktat of Versailles. I made to the Polish
Government a proposal which alarmed the German people. No one
but I myself could have attempted to bring such a proposal to
the light of day. And therefore it could be made only once, I am
now convinced, in my innermost conscience, that if England in
particular, instead of launching a savage Press campaign agaisst